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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as indicated hereafter. [Use s trikethrough for deleted matter and 
underlined for added matter.] 



1 . \ (currently amended) A system for determining and predicting performance of a 
communication Uevice, comprising: 

means for\pecifying a report period, said report period corresponding to a reporting 
period of interest; 

means for specifying a plurality of summary periods, each said summary period 
corresponding to a differaat portion of said reporting period , and wherein each said summary 
period corresponds to a portion of a day, and wherein said portion is less than a day ; 

means for processing a retrieved plurality of selected data parameters into a plurality of 
performance parameters corresponding to actual performance of said communication device 
during each of said summary periods and a plurality of trend parameters to predict future 
performance of said communication devic^ and 

means for presenting and displaying\aid plurality of performance parameters associated 
with each said summary period, and for presenting and displaying said plurality of trend 
parameters associated with said report period, in a TOnd report. 

2. (original) The system of claim 1, further osmiprising a means for recommending a 
performance rating based upon said plurality of trend parameters. 

3. (original) The system of claim 1, wherein at lea^ one of said pluraUty of data 
parameters is a burst statistic. 



4. (original) The system of claim 3, further comprising a r^ans for specifying the 
number of said plurality of burst ranges. 
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5. \ (original) The system of claim 3, further comprising a means for specifying said 
percentage rVige for each one of said plurality of burst ranges. 

6. (original) The system of claim 3, wherein said processing means further 
comprises a burst range trending means which predicts future performance of said 
communication devicesrelative to each said burst range. 

7. (original) TRe system of claim 6, wherein at least one of said plurality of burst 
ranges is a total burst range corresponding to the total number of all bits transmitted during each 
of said plurality of summary periods. 

8. (original) The system W claim 1, wherein said processing means determines said 
plurality of trend parameters using a staflstical regression algorithm. 

9. (original) The system of clair^ 8, wherein said statistical regression algorithm is a 
linear regression algorithm. 

10. (original) The system of claim 8, v^rein said processing means further process 
said plurality of trend parameters to predict the time^^at which capacity of said communication 
device should be changed. 

1 1 . (original) The system of claim 1 , wherein said performance rating corresponds to 
a port speed of a port residing in said communications ^device, wherein said port speed 
corresponds to the rate at which data is transmitted through said port. 

12. (currently amended) A system for determining and predicting performance of a 
communication device, comprising: 

a data poller, wherein said data poller collects a plurality of dat\ parameters from said 
communication device; 

a database which stores said data parameters; 
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a user interface, wherein a user specifies a report period, said report period corresponding 
to a reporting period of interest, and said user specifies a plurality of summary periods, each said 
summary perrod corresponding to a different portion of said reporting period , and wherein each 
said summary pi^riod corresponds to a portion of a day, and wherein said portion is less than a 
day; 

a processor, ^erein said processor retrieves a plurality of selected data parameters from 
said database such that said plurality of selected data parameters corresponds to said plurality of 
summary periods, and wherein said processor processes said plurality of selected data parameters 
into a plurality of performance parameters which correspond to actual performance of said 
communication device during each of said summary periods, and wherein said processor trends 
said plurality of performance parahieters into a plurality of trend parameters to predict future 
performance of said communication device; 

a data presentation module, said nodule presents said plurality of processed performance 
parameters and said plurality of trend paranikers in a trend report; and 

a graphical user interface which displaj^said trend report. 

13. (original) The system of claim iX wherein said processor recommends a 
performance rating based upon said plurality of trend p^meters. 

14. (original) The system of claim 12, wherein ars^east one of said plurality of data 
parameters is a burst statistic. 

15. (original) The system of claim 14, wherein a user specilS^s via said user interface 
the number of said plurality of burst ranges. 

16. (original) The system of claim 14, wherein a user specifies via s'^d user interface 
said percentage range for each said burst range. 
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1 7. (original) The system of claim 14, wherein said processor further trends each said 
burs\range to predict future performance of said communication device relative to each said 
burst rajge. 

18. \ (original) The system of claim 17, v^herein at least one of said burst ranges is a 
total burst range corresponding to the total number of all bits transmitted during each of said 
plurality of summ^ periods. 

19. (originalVThe system of claim 12, wherein said processor generates said plurality 
of trend parameters using a\statistical regression algorithm. 



20. (original) The sj 
a linear regression algorithm. 



stem of claim 19, wherein said statistical regression algorithm is 



21. (original) The system of claim 19, wherein said plurality of trend parameters 
predict the time at which capacity of said communication device should be generated. 

22. (original) The system of claim \2, wherein said performance rating corresponds 
to a port speed of a port residing in said conmunications device, wherein said port speed 
corresponds to the rate at which data is transmitted tm^ugh said port. 



23. (currently amended) A method for determining and predicting performance of a 
communication device, the method comprising the steps of: 

collecting a plurality of data parameters from said comm^^lication device; 

specifying a report period, said report period corresponoing to a reporting period of 
interest and a plurality of summary periods, each said summary period corresponding to a 
different portion of said reporting period , and wherein each said summary period corresponds to 
a portion of a day, and wherein said portion is less than a day ; 

processing said plurality of selected data parameters into a pluraliW of performance 
parameters corresponding to actual performance of said communication device\during each of 
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saibysummary periods, and processing said plurality of performance parameters into a plurality of 
trend p^ameters to predict future performance of said communication device; and 

presenting said plurality of performance parameters and said plurality of trend parameters 
in a trend report. 

24. (cun;ently amended) The system method of claim 23, further comprising the step 
of recommending a jwformance rating based upon said plurality of trend parameters. 

25. (currently fended) The syst e m method of claim 23, wherein at least one of said 
plurality of data parameters isSa burst statistic. 

26. (currently amendedjVThe system method of claim 25, further comprising a step of 
specifying the number of said pluralirV of burst ranges. 

27. (currently amended) The s)^ e m method of claim 25, further comprising a step of 
specifying said percentage range for each saioSburst range. 

28. (currently amended) The system method of claim 27, wherein said processing 
step further comprises a burst range trending step wiich predicts future performance of said 
communication device relative to each one of said pluraKly of burst ranges. 

29. (currently amended) The syst e m method of cfaim 28, wherein at least one of said 
burst ranges is a total burst range corresponding to the total number of all bits transmitted during 
each of said plurality of summary periods. \ 

30. (currently amended) The syst e m method of claim 23L wherein said processing 
step determines said plurality of trend parameters using a statistical regression algorithm. 

31. (currently amended) The syst e m method of claim 30, wnWein said statistical 
regression algorithm is a linear regression algorithm. \ 
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52. (currently amended) The syst e m method of claim 30, wherein said processing 
step furthefvincludes the step of predicting the time at which capacity of said communication 
device shouloNbe changed. 

33. (currtotly amended) The s yst e m method of claim 23, wherein said performance 
rating corresponds to a port speed of a port residing in said communications device, wherein said 
port speed corresponds to the rate at which data is transmitted through said port. 

34. (currently amende!^ A computer readable medium having a program for 
determining and predicting perfomwice of a communication device, the program comprising 
logic configured to perform the steps oi\ 

receiving a specification of a report period from a user, said report period corresponding 
to a reporting period of interest; \ 

receiving a specification for a plurality\pf summary periods, each said summary period 
corresponding to a different portion of said reporting period , and wherein each said summary 
period corresponds to a portion of a day, and whereirksaid portion is less than a day ; 

retrieving a plurality of selected data parakneters, said plurality of selected data 
parameters corresponding to said plurality of summary peWods; 

processing said plurality of selected data parameters into a plurality of performance 
parameters corresponding to actual performance of said con^unication device during each of 
said summary periods; \ 

trending said plurality of performance parameters into a plqrality of trend parameters to 
predict future performance of said communication device; and \ 

presenting said plurality of processed performance parameters and said plurality of trend 
parameters in a trend report. \ 

35. (original) The computer readable medium of claim 34, further ^comprising logic 
configured to perform the step of recommending a performance rating based upork said plurality 
of trend parameters. ^ 
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\ 36. (currently amended) A method for determining and predicting performance of a 
comniunication device, the method comprising the steps of 

retrieving a plurality of selected data parameters from a communication device, such that 
said pluraR^ of selected data parameters corresponds to a plurality of summary periods , and 
wherein each said summary period corresponds to a portion of a day, and wherein said portion is 
less than a day ; \ 

processing s^d plurality of selected data parameters into a plurality of performance 
parameters corresponds^ to actual performance of said communication device during each of 
said summary periods; \ 

trending said pluralityVof performance parameters into a pluraHty of trend parameters to 
predict future performance of saui communication device; and 

recommending a performance rating based upon said trend parameters. 

37. (currently amended) A sj^em for determining and predicting performance of a 
communication device, comprising \ 

a user interface, wherein a user specifies^ report period, said report period corresponding 
to a reporting period of interest, and said user specifies a plurality of summary periods, each said 
summary period corresponding to a different portion of said reporting period , and wherein each 
said summary period corresponds to a portion of a day,\nd wherein said portion is less than a 
day : and \ 

a processor, wherein said processor detects a plurality\>f selected data parameters from 
said communications device such that said plurality of selected oata parameters corresponds to 
said plurality of summary periods, and wherein said processor processes said plurality of selected 
data parameters into a plurality of performance parameters which correspond to actual 
performance of said communication device during each of said summarV periods, and wherein 
said processor trends said plurality of performance parameters into a pluralit\of trend parameters 
to predict future performance of said communication device, and wherena said processor 
recommends a performance rating based upon said plurality of trend parameters. \ 
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V 38. (currently amended) A system for determining and predicting performance of a 
communication device, comprising: 

Vieans for collecting a plurality of data parameters from said communication device; 
ni^ns for storing said data parameters; 

means for specifying a report period, said report period corresponding to a reporting 
period of interest; 

means fo\ specifying a plurality of summary periods, each said summary period 
corresponding to a c^fferent portion of said reporting period , and w^herein each said summary 
period corresponds to asportion of a day, and v^herein said portion is less than a day ; 

means for retrieving a plurality of selected data parameters from said storing means, said 
plurality of selected data panmieters corresponding to said plurality of summary periods; 

means for processing \aid plurality of selected data parameters into a plurality of 
performance parameters corresponding to actual performance of said communication device 
during each of said summary periods\ 

means for trending said pluralrty of performance parameters into a plurality of trend 
parameters to predict fixture performance oivsaid communication device; 

means for recommending a performance rating based upon said plurality of trend 
parameters; \ 

means for presenting said plurality of ptocessed performance parameters and said 
plurality of trend parameters in a trend report; and 

means for displaying said trend report. \ 

39. (currently amended) A method for determining^nd predicting performance of a 
communication device, the method comprising the steps of: \ 

collecting a plurality of data parameters from said communicatrsm device; 

storing said data parameters; \ 

specifying a report period, said report period corresponding to aVeporting period of 
interest; \ 
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^specifying a plurality of summary periods, each said summary period corresponding to a 
di fferent Portion of said reporting period , and wherein each said summary period corresponds to 
a portion orsa day, and wherein said portion is less than a day ; 

retrieving a plurality of selected data parameters from storage, said plurality of selected 
data parameters corresponding to said plurality of summary periods; 

processing said plurality of selected data parameters into a plurality of performance 
parameters corresponodng to actual performance of said communication device during each of 
said summary periods; \ 

trending said plural^y of performance parameters into a plurality of trend parameters to 
predict future performance of aaid communication device; 

recommending a perforrriknce rating based upon said plurality of trend parameters; 

presenting said plurality of processed performance parameters and said plurality of trend 
parameters in a trend report; and \ 

displaying said trend report. \ 

40. (currently amended) A transmitter, comprising: 

a user interface, wherein a user specifies a^eport period, said report period corresponding 
to a reporting period of interest, and said user specifies a plurality of summary periods, each said 
summary period corresponding to a different portion of said reporting period , and wherein each 
said summary period corresponds to a portion of a day, and wherein said portion is less than a 
day; \ 

a processor, wherein said processor retrieves a plurality W selected data parameters such 
that said plurality of selected data parameters corresponds to said pUirality of summary periods, 
and wherein said processor processes said plurality of selected data p^meters into a plurality of 
performance parameters which correspond to actual performance of saiaScommunication device 
during each of said summary periods, and wherein said processor trends said plurality of 
performance parameters into a plurality of trend parameters to predict future performance of said 
communication device, and wherein said processor recommends a performance rating based 
upon said plurality of trend parameters; and \ 
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a data presentation module, said module presents said plurality of processed performance 
paraiHeters and said plurality of trend parameters in a trend report. 

41. ^(currently amended) A receiver, comprising: 

a user interfkce, wherein a user specifies a report period, said report period corresponding 

to a reporting period of interest, and said user specifies a plurality of summary periods, each said 

summary period corresponding^o a different portion of said reporting period , and wherein each 

said summary period correspondsto a portion of a day, and wherein said portion is less than a 
— - 

/ a processor, wherein said processor r^rieves a plurality of selected data parameters such 

that said plurality of selected data parameters cOT^sponds to said plurality of summary periods, 
and wherein said processor processes said plurality olf^elected data parameters into a plurality of 
performance parameters which correspond to actual perraKmance of said communication device 
during each of said summary periods, and wherein said pKocessor trends said plurality of 
\^ performance parameters into a plurality of trend parameters to pre^K^ future performance of said 
\J communication device, and wherein said processor recommends a p^formance rating based 
upon said plurality of trend parameters; and 

a data presentation module, said module presents said plurality of proce^^ performance 
parameters and said plurality of trend. 
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